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UNCLAS BELIZE 127 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR BH 

SUBJECT: U.S. FOOT AND MOUTH AGREEMENT 

GUATEMALA FOR AGATT 
PANAMA FOR DR. REA 
SAN JOSE FOR DR. MASON 

1. 1 WAS INFORMED TODAY BY DR. BALMORE SILVA, WHO, AS PRINCIPAL 
VETERINARY OFFICER IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE IS THE SENIOR 
GOB OFFICIAL CONCERNED WITH MEAT INSPECTION, THAT HE HAD 
SEQUESTERED AND INVENTORIED ALL THE MEAT PRODUCTS IMPORTED INTO 
BELIZE IN VIOLATION OF THE OIRSA AGREEMENT. 

2. SINCE BELIZE HAS NO BONDED WAREHOUSE SUITABLE FOR THIS PURPOSE, 
DR. SILVA HAS TAKEN POSSESSION OF A COLD STORAGE ROOM AT BRODIES 
WHERE THE MEAT IS BEING HELD PENDING DISPOSITION. DECISION TO 
DESTROY PART OF THE PRODUCTS IN QUESTION HAS ALREADY BEEN MADE. 
EFFORTS TO RETURN BACON TO BRITISH SOURCE STILL UNDERWAY. 

3. COLD STORAGE ROOM WHICH DR. SILVA HAS TAKEN OVER HAS BEEN 
SECURED WITH TWO PADLOCKS AND A TAMPER-PROOF NUMBERED LEAD SEAL 
SUCH AS THAT USED ON ELECTRIC POWER METERS. CUSTODY OF PADLOCK 
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DINATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE OFFICIAL, BUT RESPONSIBILITY 
RETAINED BY DR. SILVA WHO HAS ASSURED ME THAT MEAT CANNOT BE RE- 
MOVED FROM STORAGE WITHOUT HIS KNOWLEDGE. I INSPECTED THE 
ARRANGEMENT THIS AFTERNOON AND AM UNABLE TO SEE HOW IT COULD BE 
COMPROMISED. 

4. MEANWHILE WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED BY A SENIOR OFFICIAL IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE THAT, UPON ORDERS OF PREMIER PRICE, 

A NEW PROCEDURE FOR CLEARING MEAT IMPORTS WILL BE PLACED IN 
EFFECT WHICH WILL REQUIRE THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE TO GIVE 

ITS APPROVAL TO ALL INCOMING SHIPMENTS OF MEAT AND MEAT PRODUCTS. 

5. PREMIER PRICE HAS PERSONALLY INFORMED ME OF HIS CONCERN OVER 
THIS MATTER AND HAS EXPRESSED HIS DETERMINATION TO INSURE THAT 
THERE BE NO RECURRENCE. 

6. INCIDENT HAS HAD THE EFFECT OF PUBLICIZING THE PROVISIONS OF 
THE OIRSA AGREEMENTS ABOUT WHICH MOST LOCAL MERCHANTS WERE 
PROBABLY IGNORANT. 

7. ALSO, MAGNITUDE OF LOSS INVOLVED, NOW THAT THE STORY HAS BEEN 
CIRCULATED AROUND TOWN, SHOULD BE A PERSUASIVE DETERRENT AGAINST 
FUTURE VIOLATIONS FOR A LONG TIME TO COME. 

8. EVEN SO, I STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT DR. MASON CONTINUE UNABATED 
HIS SURVEILLANCE AND INDOCTRINATION ACTIVITIES WITHIN THE GOB IN 
REGARD TO THE IMPORTATION OF MEAT INTO BELIZE. GAWF 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOOD & DRUG REGULATIONS, MEATS, INSPECTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 13 MAR 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BELIZE00127 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750087-0206 
From: BELIZE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750356/aaaabxsn.tel 

Line Count: 88 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <09 JUN 2003 by SilvaL0>; APPROVED <02 MAR 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: U.S. FOOT AND MOUTH AGREEMENT GUATEMALA FOR AGATT 
TAGS: EAGR, ETRD, BH, US, (SILVA, BALMORE) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



